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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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Him and come to the point where we love the thought of Him. It means that we long for fellowship with Him and that, above all, we recognize that without redemption from the sins that we have committed against Him, we are hopelessly lost and undone (Acts 16:30).


In regard to our physical bodies, we objectively need such things as vitamin D and exposure to sunlight. If we don't get these two things, we develop rickets. A person with rickets may or may not understand what it is that he is lacking; yet the deficiency and its consequences are very real. And so it is with the needs of our spirits. "The soul is a never ending sigh after God" (Theodore Christlieb). If we don't recognize our need for what it is and attend to its truthful satisfaction, in time the dry and thirsty land in which we live will take its toll.





Our nature hungers for God even when it broke with him long ago,�perhaps the more intensely the longer ago it was. It experiences a sort�of famine. But the devil rides it and spurs it on, to distract it from its own�need. He changes its hunger into haste. That is why people today�are in such a hurry. Their speed is to distract their hunger.


Louis Evely


(Word Point – Gary Henry)





The story of Lydia is heartwarming and illustrative of the power of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  She is seen immediately as an example of faith in God but one who needed to hear the message of redemption in Jesus Christ to be saved.


    Lydia is contrasted in the context of Acts 16 with the rough Roman jailor who was in charge of the binding imprisonment of God’s messengers, Paul and Silas.  That contrast evidences the power of the gospel to save all men (the religious and the apparently irreligious) and to bring those of different backgrounds to the Son of God.  [If she was not a Jew, she at least had learned the one God of the Jews and the jailor appears to have been a Gentile pagan; so, one reverent and the other no doubt irreverent].  These two persons are compared, however, in readiness to be baptized upon hearing and in offering grateful hospitality to Paul and Silas upon receiving the gospel.  There were things about them both that are required of any who come to salvation in Christ 


    Lydia sold very expensive cloth (Colossians) loomed from the wool of the finest breeds of sheep and colored with what we assume to have been a special purple dye extracted from a seashell (murex) and blended with the purest waters of a stream near Colossae and Thyatira in central Asia Minor. The cloth of royals, a yard of “purple” was like a Gucci handbag or a Rolex watch in 


Roman times.  So here is this wealthy, confident businesswoman meeting Paul for the first time. He would have the opportunity to preach the gospel to her.  And notice that the Lord had “opened her heart to heed the things spoken.”   





who worshiped God, she was put in a position by the Lord to hear his word and provided circumstances in which she would listen and consider it with sobriety and reverence (like Cornelius did in Acts 10-11).


    This reminds me of prayers that Paul offered when writing to the Ephesians (1:17-18) and the Colossians (1:9-11).  He asked for God to grant them a “spirit” i.e., a disposition that would influence, guide, and govern their reception of the truth when it was preached to them.  That “spirit” would cause them to receive the wisdom of God and understand it in spiritual ways that they would not if they were disposed (continually giving attention) to worldly and sinful thinking.  We need to be praying always for God to help us to think correctly; to have a humble and submissive disposition of meekness, and to open our hearts to receive truth as we come to know it.  I continue to pray for myself in that regard.


    It is excruciatingly difficult sometimes to talk to people about our faith, isn’t it?   We get tongue-tied, we feel foolish, we think the one before us will not listen.  Well, this one did and others will if we speak God’s power message to them.  It seems she was just waiting to hear.  The text says “the Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.”


     Paul’s mission to bring the gospel into Macedonia began in the most unlikely places, the riverside and the jailhouse, with Lydia the initial convert at Philippi where the church later was a constant source of support for Paul’s work, financially as well as spiritually.  What a success story that is for us who want to lead others to Christ.





					





Lydia, An Open Heart


By Colly Caldwell





“A certain woman named Lydia heard us.  She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God.  The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul” (Acts 16:14).








The hearts of those engaged in worldly business often need to be opened.  But what does that mean with regard to Lydia?


    I believe we should first examine the words Luke used to describe what God’s purpose in opening Lydia’s heart really was.  Was God’s purpose to cause her to irresistibly “heed” or “respond” to the gospel in such a way as to be saved by an outpouring of grace through a direct operation of the Holy Spirit?  Was God’s purpose to save her unconditionally because she was one of His individually foreordained elect?  The answer to both of these questions is “No!”


    The word for what God “Opened her heart” to do is a present active infinitive verb form (pros-e-chein) which means literally “to hold the mind,” which in our language basically means “to pay close attention.”  In fact, the better lexicons define the word that way:  “to be in a state of alert,” “to be concerned about,” “to occupy oneself with” (Bauer, 879).  Some English translations are helpful to understand what this statement of fact is intended to convey.  For example, the New Revised Standard Version translates the sentence:  “The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.”  The English Standard Version says, “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.”


    What Luke is saying is that the Lord in His providence prompted this woman to pay attention when the Word of God was preached to her.  Was she responsible of her own free will to listen and respond?  Of course she was.  Did she comply with the instructions of the gospel to be baptized?  Yes, see verse 15! It appears that because Lydia was a prayerful woman 








A Dry and Thirsty Land


O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land where there is no water.


Psalm 63:1


Although our need for God is very real, we don't always recognize that need. And if we spend our lives pursuing other things, we may explain that by saying we don't need God as much as others do, but that explanation doesn't do justice to the truth. It would be more accurate to say that we don't recognize our need. The objective existence of our need and our subjective feeling of it are two very different things. And the great challenge that we face is to bring these two into harmony. Having a need for God, as every human being does, we need to feel that need. As the years go by, we should more truthfully understand, more lovingly feel, and more honestly acknowledge that we need our God.


David spoke of his "thirst" for God: "My flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land." What does it mean to thirst for God? Does it not mean that we recognize our inadequacy without Him? Yes, it means this and more. It means that we confess Him to be our Creator (Romans 1:21) and admit the impossibility of our existence without His sustaining grace (Colossians 1:17).


It means that we reverently and gratefully turn our hearts toward
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Nancy Wood; Melinda Hampson’s


father; Debbie Adams’ mother;   Rhetta Roy’


mother Rosie Bittle recovering from by-pass 


surgery. Heather Rogers’ brother;    


Jeff Lacquement’s father not doing well.    


Mr. Joe Jackson, Joey’s father admitted to the


Hospital and having test. Elaine Clem’s cousin 


Michelle Davis who has cancer. Chris and Rhetta


 Roy


  Our expecting mother, Alex Bowman.


______________________________________





Elder’s Meeting with the Men of Cong.


Aug. 19, at 4:00 PM





Elder’s Meeting with Women of Cong.


Aug. 26, At 4:00 PM


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation
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Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Roger Pink


 Song Leader----Lloyd Jackson


Lord's Supper---Jeff Lacquement


   Asst. 1-----Drew Bowman 


   Asst. 2-----Collins Boakye


   Asst. 3-----Don Gilbert


   Asst. 4-----Steve Michaud


   Asst. 5-----Tony Waite


 2nd Prayer---Joey Jackson


 Read Scripture---Grant Hicks 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Sam Adams


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Grant Kicks


Song Leader---Joe Phillips


2ed Prayer---Steve Huff


 Read Scripture---Mark Robinson 


Sermon-----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---


Announcements—Sam Adams


Closing Prayer---Collins Boakye


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Ross Statham


 Invitation---Cecil Douthitt


 Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














